
Prospective Firearm Owners 
Before a Firearm Licence may be issued to a person the following process needs to be followed: 

1. Who may apply for a Firearm Licence?

- Any person 21 years of age and older.
- A South African citizen.
- Holder of a permanent South African residence permit.
- No criminal record. (If a criminal record the CFR will make a decision)
- Of Sound of mind.

2. A person must obtain a Competency Certificate from the SAPS first before he/she may apply 
for a Firearm Licence.

- A person must successfully complete and pass a compliance course with an accredited 
Firearm Training Provider registered with SAPS and SAPFTC.

- Competency certificate may be issued in respect of the following:
o Possess a Firearm
o Trade in Firearms
o Manufacture of Firearm(s)
o Conduct business as a gunsmith

- Competency certificate issued by the SAPS remains valid for the same period of validity as 
the period determined in the Firearms Control Act 60 of 2000, in respect of the licence to 
which the competency relates.

3. How does a person obtain a competency certificate?

- After completing the compliance training a Training Provider certificate with a 
Statement of Results will be issued to you.

- You must complete and submit a SAPS 517g (Application for a competency certificate) 
form to your nearest DFO (Designated Firearm Officer) at the SAPS.

4. After your Competency Application has been approved you may apply for a Firearm Licence. A 

person may obtain/ purchase a firearm from a firearm dealer or private person. NO firearm 

may be handed to you until you have received a Firearm Licence from the SAPS. 

How a does person obtains a Firearm Licence?

- After a person received his/ her competency certificate from the SAPS he/ she may 
apply for a license to possess a firearm.

- A Firearm dealer will provide the SAPS 271 (Application for licence to possess a 
firearm) form to you to complete and hand in at your nearest DFO including a 
motivation.
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